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 PRESS RELEASE 

YPRES, 16 april 2012  
   

PICANOL GROUP ANNOUNCES THE PASSING OF  
EMMANUEL STEVERLYNCK 

 
The Board of Directors, the Management Committee and all of the employees of the 
Picanol Group would like to express their deep sadness following the passing away 
of Mr. Emmanuel Steverlynck. 
 
Emmanuel Steverlynck was born in 1922. He was the second son of Charles 
Steverlynck (1888-1984), who founded Picañol in 1936. In 1952, Emmanuel took 
over the commercial management of the company and the sales of Picañol weaving 
machines. Under his leadership and with the help of his father Charles and his 
brother Bernard Steverlynck (1920-1976), the company overcame all of the 
difficulties of the early years and became a world player. Familiar with the world of 
textiles thanks to the family weaving mills in Vichte, and blessed with an enormous 
commercial talent, Emmanuel succeeded in building up a worldwide sales 
organization and thus truly putting Picañol on the world map. 
 
As an Honorary President of our group he remained connected to the company, its 
employees and its customers until the very end. 
 
Emmanuel Steverlynck passed away on Saturday morning at the age of 89. The 
private funeral service will take place this week. On Saturday 28 April at 10.30 am, 
there will be a memorial service in the cathedral of St. Martin and St. Nicholas in 
Ypres.  
 
The Board of Directors, the Management Committee and all employees of the 
Picanol Group in Belgium and abroad offer their sincere condolences to the 
Steverlynck family. 
 
 
About the Picanol Group 
The Picanol Group is an international, customer-oriented group specialized in the development, 
production and sale of weaving machines and other high-technology products, systems and services.  
The Weaving Machines division (Picanol) develops, manufactures and sells high-tech weaving 
machines based on air (airjet) or rapier technology (rapier). Picanol supplies weaving machines to 
weaving mills worldwide, and also offers its customers such products and services as training, upgrade 
kits, spare parts and service contracts. For 75 years, Picanol has played a pioneering role in the industry 
worldwide, and is one of the current world leaders in weaving machine production.  
The Industries division covers all activities not related to weaving machines: Proferro comprises the 
foundry and the group’s machining activities. It produces cast iron parts for e.g. compressors, pumps 
and agricultural machinery, and parts for Picanol weaving machines. Through PsiControl Mechatronics, 
the group specializes in the design, development, manufacturing and support of technological 
components, services and mechatronical system solutions for original equipment manufacturers in 
various industries. Melotte develops and produces innovative product solutions using Direct Digital 
Manufacturing (DDM) and Near-to-Net-Shape Manufacturing (NNSM) technologies.  
In addition to the headquarters in Ypres (Belgium), the Picanol Group has production facilities in Asia 
and Europe, linked to its own worldwide sales and service network. In 2011, the Picanol Group realized 
a consolidated turnover of 466.95 million euros. The Picanol Group employs more than 1,900 
employees worldwide and is listed on NYSE Euronext Brussels (PIC).  
 
For further information please contact: Frederic Dryhoel, Corporate Communication Manager, at +32 
(0)57 22 23 64 or by e-mail: frederic.dryhoel@picanol.be 
 
This press release is also available on the Picanol Group’s corporate website: www.picanolgroup.com 
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